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will, embarked. Raleigh, who had hoped to gain his freedom
as a reward for the good advice which he had offered, was dis-
appointed to find that .the only notice taken of him was an
order for the suppression of his work.

At the same time with the case of St. John, another affair
was engaging the attention of the King and the Council, which
owed all its importance to the excited state of feei-
peacham's ing which prevailed in consequence of the levy of
deprivation. the Benevolence> Edinond Peacliam, the Rector of
Hinton St. George, in Somersetshire, was one of those who felt
strongly on the subject of the ecclesiastical abuses of the time.
Whether his temper had been soured by real or fancied ill-
usage, it is impossible to say ; but what we know of him is not
of a character to prepossess us in his favour. His language was
intemperate, and his conduct would lead us to imagine that
his complaints against the authorities proceeded rather from
personal rancour than from any settled principle.

The chief object of his dislike seems to have been the
Ecclesiastical Court of his diocesan, the Bishop of Bath and
Wells. He is first heard of as being in London, shortly before the
dissolution of the last Parliament, where he held a conversation
with Sir Maurice Berkeley about a petition which had been
sent up from Somersetshire against the officials of the Eccle-
siastical Courts.1 At some time or other he committed to
writing some charges against the Consistory Court,2 which he
followed up by bringing accusations of no light nature against
the Bishop himself. The former production was not discovered
by the authorities, but the latter having come before the notice
of the Bishop, its author was at once sent up to Lambeth for
trial before the High Commission. After due investigation
these charges were adjudged to constitute a libel, and he was
sentenced to be deprived of his orders.3

This sentence was delivered on December 19, 1614.    Ten

1  Examination of Peacham, March 10, 1615, $tote Trials^ ii. 877.

2  The book mentioned in Yonge's Diary,  p. 28, is, I suppose,  the
same as the 'Consistory villames,' spoken of by Bacon in his letttr to the
King of Feb. 283 Letters and Life '3 v. 123.

3  Sentence of deprivation, 'Dec, 19, S. P. Ixxviii. 78.